The society formed a few months ago for the purpose of obtaining proper attendants for the aged and infirm inmates of workhouses is now prepared to receive applications from women of good character. This, we may remind our readers, is an altogether new de- The rules of the Taunton District Nursing Association, as shown in the printed report, appear to be excellent ones, and the amount of work done amongst the sick poor is exceedingly valuable. The Society was first started two years ago in a very modest way, but the hearty support which it has received has enabled it to greatly enlarge its field of usefulness. The addition to the staff of a qualified maternity nurse has worked most successfully, and the women she has attended have done well and seem to have highly appreciated her skill and kindness. A Samaritan fund has enabled the committee to relieve many urgent cases of distress without trenching upon the income of the Nursing Association, and useful gifts for patients have been received from various sources.
QUEEN'S NURSES IN WALE;?.
The annual meeting of the Welsh branch of the Queen's Jubilee Institute took place recently, and a very satisfactory report of the work and finances of the association was given. Attention was called by one of the speakers to the fact that the Cardiff " Hamadryad" hospital ship was without nurses, the sick sailors being left in the hands of untrained men, which, he considered, as reported by the local press, "a disgrace and a stigma which should be removed." At present there are six nurses in the Home at Cardiff, and three will remain on the permanent staff, whilst the others, after the completion of their district training, will be passed on to fresh places, new The danger of too free effusion then comes on and the nurse has to be aware of an increased amount of rales in the opposite lung and free watery expectoration, which with blueness of the lips or finger-nails, failure of the pulse, tendency to fainting, coldness of the extremities, and deficient flow of, probably, albuminous urine tend to show that the obstruction to breathing has reached the stage of causing cedeina of the working lung, and deficiency in its breathing power, with too great strain thrown on the heart and impending failure of that organ. The chest has to be tapped, under the strictest antiseptic precautions for fear of the fluid becoming purulent, and a large amount of fluid may be drawn off without causing untoward results, though there is a tendency to fainting, and the displacement of the heart if too suddenly remedied may even kill the patient.
Pericarditis is sometimes seen as the result of an extension of the inflammation from the pleura.
Jaundice, in a slight degree, is common. It may be due either to extension of the catarrh of the duodenum (nearly always present in these cases) up the bile duct, or from the hepatic congestion due to the impeded circulation.
Cerebral pneumonia, as it is called, means merely severe headache or active delirium, though it is remarkable how often the head symptoms recur, and recur with fresh extensions of the lung inflammation. They generally precede it, and give the impression that there is a very close connection between the circulation to the brain, and, as a part of it, to the respiratory centres, and the inflammatory exudation into the lung; as if the injury to the brain resulted in the congested condition of the lung.
Another complication is gangrene of the lung, due to the defective blood supply to its tissues, as well as to the ingress of special germs. It is recognised by the horrible fcetor of the breath, and is a hopeless sign.
[To be continued.) consideration.
Yet she seldom made a mistake.
And she would take the greatest pains with her written delineations of character required for records, writing them again and again, in order to be perfectly just, not smart or clever; but they were in excellent language. "She did nothing because she was being looked at, and abstained from nothing because she was looked at." Her whole heart and mind, her whole life and strength were in the work she had undertaken. She njver went a pleasuring, seldom into society. Yet Here we find the customs which still survive and are practised in honour of the Queen of Months traced back to their fountain head, to the primal spirit which dictated the worship. "One cannot," comments our authority, "regard the numerous instances of revived May-day sports in modern times without some feelings of satisfaction, but what is specially to be wished for is a spontaneous revival of these ancient and picturesque pastimes among the people generally, rather than as a result of the patronage of the richer and more influential members of the community."
